CHOOSING A TOPIC

Choosing a topic for a paper can be challenging. If you are given the opportunity to pick a topic,
it can be overwhelming. Even when your instructor has given you a list of topics, deciding what
to write about can be difficult.

The library can help. We have databases and books that you can use to find, narrow down or
expand topics of interest.

Try one of these databases to begin your topic exploration. Each has a list of topics from
which to choose. Once you find a topic, you can explore even further!

SIRS Researcher
¢ From SIRS Researcher’s home page, explore “Leading Issues”.
= Select any leading issue to read an overview.
= Review the list of articles.
= Explore further by selecting related topics.
OR
¢ From SIRS Researcher’s home page, select the “Pro/Con” link above the search box.
= Select any topic to read an overview of that issue
=  Review the list of articles
= Explore further by selecting one of the “See also” topics.
OR
e Select the Topic Browse tab.
0 Use the suggested subjects to narrow your topic.
For example, to explore some educational topics:
= |nstitutions>Education> Subject Index
= Review the alphabetical list of subjects that continues beyond the first
page
= Select the “Next 25 subjects” link to find more topics.

CQ Researcher
¢ Use “Browse by Topic” and select a topic to explore further.

ProQuest Research Library
* Select the “Topics” tab at the top of the screen.
0 Enter aterm then view the list of topics for more ideas.
OR
* Select the Basic or Advanced search tab

0 Enter a topic to see articles and additional topics.
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CHOOSING A TOPIC
To explore current issues, investigate these books.

Library Catalog
e Do a KEYWORD search:
0 Enter the words = Current Controversies
Or try the following search:
Enter the words = Opposing Viewpoints
0 Alist of titles from all the libraries within the Yavapai Library Network are
displayed
¢ Tosee whatisin our library, go to the upper right of the screen to the Limit this list by:
0 Click the drop down arrow
Click “This Library Only”
Select a title
Review the Contents section to find more topic ideas!
Check-out the book
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